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TOWN Hf1LL 
BEDFORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
INTRODUCTION 
In the following history of Bedford, the writer has 
tried to bring out the events, stories, and anecdotes that 
would appeal to the Junior High School pupil. Through 
research much can be found in many places that has been 
written about Bedford , but it all seems to have foundation 
in the two official histories written by tovm vote~ There-
fore, the writer visited the places mentioned to get infor-
mation but more advantageously, she visited the homes of 
Bedford citizens who can remember taking part in the events 
and celebrations of the town. They had many things to tell, 
both exciting and interesting. Because of this, it seemed 
wise to have suggested activities follow each chapter and 
it is most strongly recommended that those activities 
which consider a visit to some place or building of interest 
be. seriously undertaken. 
We have so much of which we can be proud, here in 
Bedford. We study American and world History without 
realizing sometimes that such history was actually lived in 
our t ovvn. Search it out, boys and girls, and make it a 
part of your every day experiences. 
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Firs t Reader: Dr. Stanley P. Wronski 
Assistant Professor of Education 
Second Reader: Prof. Georg e Barnett 
Assistant Professor of Education 
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CHAPTER I 
ORIGINS OF BEDFORD 
Bedford, lying in the east part of Hillsborough county, 
1.1 New Hampshire, is located on the west bank of the Merrimack 
river, latitude 42°50'. originally it wa.s bounded on the 
north by Goffstovm, but when in 1853 that part of the tovm 
knovm as Piscataquog village was added to Manchester, it now 
becomes correct to say that Bedford is bounded on the north 
by the city of Manchester and by Goffsto~m, east by Man-
chester and the Merrimaclt river, south by the town of 
Merrimack, and west by Amherst and New Boston. 
The to~m, as originally laid out in 1733, cont ained 
28,778 acres. The area of the to~m on January 1, 1901, 
was 16,935 acres. 
From Bedford Center to Amherst is eight miles; to 
Manchester, four miles; to Concord, twenty-one miles; to 
-Nashua, thirteen miles; to Boston, fifty-two miles. 
This territory was granted by the Great and General 
Court of Massachusetts. Included in this same grant was 
1/It will be noted that the name Merrimack is spelled with 
the ending letter, k. It is also spelled Merrimac. The 
name is t aken from the Indian, and like many such words, 
authorities do not seem to agree as to the spelling. 
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land enough for six other tovmships. This grant was made 
to the soldiers who had served in King Philip's, or the 
Narragansett War, and to their surviving heirs-at-law . 
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In June, 1733, about eight hundred and forty grantees, met on 
the town common in Boston for the purpose of dividing equally 
the property given them. They formed themselves into seven 
separate societies, and each society organized and chose an 
executive committee to look after its interests. one of 
these societies was composed of such of the grantees that 
resided principally in Boston, Roxbury, Dorchester, and in 
that neighborhood. These committees met, by appointment, on 
the 17th of october, 1733. The numbers of the several town-
ships from one to seven, were placed in a lot, and Colonel 
Thomas Tileston of Dorchester, one of our committee, drew 
No. 5, known as Souhegan-East before that time. It contained 
all the land now within the limits of Bedford, and also that 
part of Merrimack north of the Souhegan river. 
It is said that this grant was the price of patriotism; 
if it were, it was most tardy, for the Narragansett War had 
long since ended . Philip had been hunted down and destroyed 
sixty years before. ~fuatever was the motive or the cause of 
this grant from Massachusetts, this was the origin of Bedford. 
With very few exceptions the original proprietors of this 
town sold out their interest in it at an early period. They 
never came here to reside permanently. It would be difficult 
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to find today more than two or three families in the whole 
town .who are directly descended from any grantees of Nar-
r agansett, No. 5 or early Bedford. 
The tovm was named by Governor Wentworth, in honor, 
no doubt, of his Grace the fourth Duke of Bedford , then 
secretary of .state in the government of His majesty, George II. 
The name Bedford is said by certain very early authorities to 
be derived from a Saxon word signifying "beds, or inns upon 
a ford". The situation of the very ancient a.nd important 
town of the same name in England, on both sides of the river 
ouse, probably contributed to this interpretation of the word. 
Later w-riters say it was derived from "Buda" or "Beda", which 
means a petty king. The people of Bedford, in England, adopt 
the latter as the true origin of the name of their tovm. It 
may be added that, although Governor Wentworth may have given 
the name to this tovm, it is altogether probable that the 
inhE•bitants themselves first suggested it in honor of the 
noble Duke who had for a long time most faithfully and honor-
ably administered the government of the island from which 
their immediate ancestors had emigrated . 
Who were the first inhabitants of Bedford? ViJhat was 
their origin? In the first place, almost the entire popula-
tion was at the time of its incorporation, of Scottish descent. 
There were, as we have seen, f amilies from the colony of 
Massachusetts. These were, of cours e, of English extraction. 
There may have been one or two Irish f amilies and there were 
ten African slaves. But a large majority of those who· made 
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the first openings, ran the lines, marked the trees, petitioned 
Governor Wentworth and his council for an act of incorporation 
on the lOth of May, 1750, built the first meeting-house and 
the first schoolhouses--of those, in short, who first came 
her e with a fixed and settled purpose to live permanently 
and to make this place their home--trace their origin to 
Scotland. They are sometimes called Scotch-Irish, really 
Englishmen who had settled in the Lowlands of Scotland and 
afterwards in northeastern Ireland .- These first inhabitants 
of Bedford were Presbyterians and Scotchmen, names which are 
almost synonymous. 
So we find some two hundred years ago living within the 
boundaries of this town, then known as Narragansett, No. 5, 
some fifty families, comprising from two hundred to two 
hundr ed and fifty souls. They were an honest, industrious, 
frug al, faithful, and pious people who came here in the 
enjoyment of civil and religious liberty. They must have 
suffered here f ·or many years all the privations incident 
to a frontier life, and yet finding out as they did gradually 
the resources and capabilities of the country, they must 
have cherished strong hopes for the future. 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
TO BE USED WITH 
CHAPTER I 
l. Make a map of Bedford showing the towns b.Y which 
it is bounded . 
2. Read about and give reports on King Philip's or 
the Narra.gansett ·war. 
3. Ask some parent who had read Look to the Mounta in 
to report on those parts of the book that have to do with 
Bedford . Locate the places mentioned and give present day 
names or owners. 
4. Imagine yourself a newspaper reporter. Tell of 
the meeting on Boston Common, June 1733, to divide the 
land granted. 
5. Imagine yourself a grantee and tell of your 
experiences on the day you received your grant of l and . 
6. Find out about the early settlement of Goffstown, 
:Merrimack, Amherst, and Nev,r Bos ton. Do they compare with 
the beginnings of Bedford? 
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CHAPTER II 
TOPOGRAPHY AND INDUSTRIES 
The northwest corner of the town of Bedford lies 
near the face of the Uncanoonuc Mountains. The easterly 
part, bordering upon the Merrimack river, is a pine plain 
interrupted by some very productive fields. In the west 
part of the to1~ the land is uneven and abounds in stone, 
but the soil is productive. 
Brickmaking.-- The southern part was noted for its 
abundant supply of clay, suitable . for brick yards. Years 
ago, frow twenty to thirty brick yards were in operation 
during a single sea son. In the first half of the nineteenth 
century, brickmaking was an important business in this to~vn. 
During this period Lowell, Massachusetts sprang into being 
and many of the factories were built of Bedford Brick. The 
bricks were hauled to the Reed's Ferry landing on the 
Merrimack, in a two-wheeled cart with a yoke of oxen and 
a horse, 1000 to a load , placed in boa ts, and sent down 
the river to Lowell. This business not only employed 
many workers, but made an excellent market for the wood 
to be burned in the brick kilns and owned by the nearby 
f armers. After the Nashua and Concord r a ilroad was opened 
- 6-
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in 1842 , the brick business declined since there were rich 
clay beds in Hooksett and other towns locatea near the 
r ailroads. The cost of transportation from these loca tions 
being less, the local businesses were forced to close due 
to competition. 
Minerals.-- The town has a great variety of minerals. 
Iron ore of many varieties has been found in many places. 
Bla ck lead, pyrites, copper, hornblende, t alc, mica , gneiss, 
and crystallized quartz are found here, as has been marble. 
Amethyst has also been found in Bedford in the west part 
of town. 
Quarries.-- Granite quarries have been in operation in 
Bedford at various times. Grea t ~uantities of granite have 
been carried from Bedford for building purposes in Manchester 
and Nashua. The Concord and Nashua Railroad comRany obta ined 
from Bedford the stone to build the piers and abutments of 
the bridge over the Merrimack at Goffst Falls. The foundation 
of the Town Hall is built of granite t aken from a quarry once 
in operation on the Driscoll f arm in the pasture in ba ck of 
the Bunker house. The stone used in the windmill tower in 
the cemetery came from the quarry on Colonel Skerry's 
property. 
Forests.-- The town was originally covered with dense 
forests which characterized all the wilderness in New 
Hampshire. Very little of the original growth now rema ins 
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except that land in back of and now owned Qy the Manchester 
Country Club. 
The trees of Bedford are of an extensive variety; the 
principal are white, red, and black oak, walnut, maple, 
birch, pine and hemlock. The chestnut has disappeared 
from our woods due to a blister rust. 
Hop-raising.-- The raising of hops was once a profitable 
business in Bedford and a lmos t every f armer entered into its 
growing until Bedford became the -largest hops-growing town 
in New England and so continued until almost 1836 when the 
plant was so extensively cultivated that the price declined 
and nearly every farmer abandoned its cultivation. Some 
farmers may have had scruples too because of its bearings 
on· temperance. 
Mrs. Gordon Woodbury told the v~iter that just recently 
she had reset a diamond which once belonged to her aunt, a 
daughter of Doctor Peter P. Woodbury. As a youngster~ 
Woodburyts aunt Martha wanted a little finger-ring very 
much and to earn one, she picked hops. When she had enough 
money saved , she went on a trip to Boston with her f ather 
and purchased a d iamond ring. This is the stone which 
Mrs. Gordon 1}'!oodbury had reset and which she gave to the 
original Marthats great grand niece also named Martha , 
who now wears the ring. 
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Fishing.-- It was an old saying that we hope meat l a sts 
till the fish come and fish l ast till meat comes. Fish were 
a great source of sup-ply to the food needs of the inhabitants. 
Hunting also afforded a source of food . One of the most 
noted places for fishing was at Amoskeag Falls. Such fish 
as alewives, lamper.-eels, shad and s a lmon were caught. 
The alewives were so long and were such a common article 
of diet that it was said in the spring people could not get 
their shirts off without help because the bones stuck out 
like porcupjne quillsl There were regular fishing companies. 
The season did not begin until the opening of the apple-
tree blossoms. 
Truck garct ening.-- The location of Bedford to important 
manufacturing centers drew the attention of the farmers to wha t 
we now call truck gardening. In 19Gl there were about twenty 
wagons running into Manchester each day.. one of the larges t 
was operated by Eddy W. Stevens and his son-in-law, William 
Melendy. Until as recently as 1953, Robert Bursiel regularly 
carried fresh vegetables to the Manchester stores. Now we 
have many chicken farms in Bedfor d producing fresh eggs, 
hatching eggs, and all kinds· of poultry. 
Natural formations.-- Sebbins Pond in the south east 
part of the tovm is a natura.l curiosity. There are three 
ponds, which appear to be united by their waters beneath an 
extensive bog which floats on the surface and rises and 
falls with the water. 
In the west end of Bedford, near Chestnut Hills on 
the land now .owned and operated as a cattle farm by A. 
Shapiro, there is a fissure or opening in the rock forma.-
tion. once beautiful trees grew there and from the 
formation one could easily see the Pulpit. Unfortunately, 
the hurricane of 1938 blew down the trees there and 
destroyed the natural beauty. The hurricane also left 
many tangled trees, and bushes, and vines and makes the 
PUlpit almost inaccessible. Mrs. Lewis Hodgman once sold 
tickets of admittance to this natural wonder, even as 
people now do to nc..tura l wonders in the 1Nhite Mountains. 
Hills.-- Holbrook's Hill beyond the Raymond Carr 
farm is the highest land in town. other high points are 
Joppa Hill, Beards Hill, Bellts Hill, and Strawberry Hill. 
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Streams.-- Bedford has several sizable brooks. Riddle 
Brook, which rises near the foot of the Uncanoonucs, . in 
Goffstown, flows southerly into the town by Merrimack, where 
it empties into Baboosic Brook. Before the new 101 highway 
was constructed , this brook ran under the road and reappeared . 
A popular swimming hole was located in that place. Bowman 
Brook rises in the Uncanoonucs and empties into ~he Merrimack. 
Its banks once saw several great saw mills and now and then 
one finds a hole deep and large enough for swimming. Of course 
the Merrimack river is one of the boundaries of Bedford and 
because of this a canal boat was once built in Bedford villag e . 
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It was dr awn a distance of three miles &nd a half to the 
Merrimack river, by forty yoke of oxen and launched with 
the shouts of the watchers ringing out. It was named the 
Experiment. It arrived in Boston for use in the Middlesex 
Canal amid cheers and the firing of cannon. 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
TO BE USED WITH 
CHAPTER II 
1. Make a collection of minerals found in Bedford. 
2. Make a display showing the various kinds of wood 
founa in Bedford. 
3. Show in story form how industry affected the kind 
and number of fish now found in the Merrimack. 
4. Taking a picnic lunch, some fine day, make a class 
trip to the Pulpit Rock and Sebbins Pond. 
5. On a map of Bedford trace the streams and find the 
hills. 
6. Make an imaginary trip on the Experiment from 
Manchester to Boston and tell the class of your experiences. 
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QUADRP~GLE MAP--Can you fi nd your home on this map? 
CHAPTER I I I 
EARLY INHABITANTS 
1. Indians 
No history of the town would be complete without 
mentioning the aboriginal inhabitants. They played an 
important part. That section of Bedford lying along the 
Merrimack was a favorite haunt of the redmen who were once 
the only tenants of this wilderness. To the Indians of 
the coast, these indians were known as Nipunks, or fresh 
water indians since they assembled in great numbers at the 
different falls in the river, to meet the incoming tide of 
fish as they came up the river every year. Among themselves 
they were divided into many tribes, but they all acknowl-
edged the power and control of the Pena.cooks and were mem-
bers of the confederacy of which that powerful tribe w&s 
the head and Passaconaway the leading sachem. They ranged 
the banks of the Merrimack in quest of fish and game, which 
then was most plentiful. 
Gradually their numbers decreased and the poverty of 
the survivors became so great that Pas saconaway petitioned 
the general court of Massachusetts telling his growing needs 
and his inability to meet them. He asked for a grant of 
land . Massachusetts granted him a strip three .miles in 
-14-
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length and a mile and a half in width on either side of 
the Merrimack. This included two islands in the river and 
probably comprised the territory across from Bedford, Goffst 
Falls, for Passaconaway had a residence on Carthagina island, 
opposite the farm now owned by Peter Crafts. 
on the bank of the river, opposite Goffst Falls is a 
spot of ground about ten rods long and four rods wide, which 
is supposed to have been an Indian burial place. It was an 
open space and entirely cleared, when the first settlers 
explored the country. This space is about forty feet above 
the river and human bones have at various times been washed 
from the bank. 
Goffst Falls and Amoskeag, or Namaske or Namaskeag in 
the Indian dialect were among the principal residences of-" t he 
great chief, Passaconaway. Unlike Philip, Passaconaway was 
friendly to the English. we might call him something of a 
diplomat because he realized that the English would finally 
prevail and seeing this, he thought it wise for himself and 
his posterity to make a firm peace with the English, in his 
time. This he did by submitting to Massachusetts his land 
and people and gave express command to his son never to 
engage in any Indian war against the English. 
Wannalancet, son and successor of Passaconaway, was a 
convert to Christianity, and also a steadfast friend to the 
English. The following anecdote has been told about 
16 
wannalancet. once on his return from a war, the chief 
stopped at Chelmsford and asked the minister if Chelmsford 
had suffered much during the war. The minister said that 
it had not and that God should be thanked for it. Wanna-
lancet said , "And me, too." 
2. First Settlers 
The country was a wilderness when the white men first 
came. It required men of strong arms and women of stout 
hearts to be pioneers. As early as the winter of 
1735, a man by the name of Sebbins (or Sibbins; the name is 
s pelled according to its pronunciation, and may be a cor-
ruption of the real name) came from Braintree, Massachusetts, 
and spent the winter in making shingles in the vicinity of 
what we now call Sebbins Pond . In the spring of the year, 
he drew his shingles to the Merrimack and rafted them down-
river to Lowell. No one ever knew what became of him. A 
visitor to his camp is said to have found a steer and a dog 
almost starved . It was supposed that the owner had been 
accidentally droV'med in one of the bogs which surround the 
pond . 
In 1734 Robert and James Walker went to live with t heir 
uncle Archibald Stark, f ather of General John St ark, then 
living in Londonderry, New Hampshire. Here for thre~. years 
they made turpentine from the pitch-pine trees growing 
abundantly in the for est. In the f all of 1737 they crossed 
17 
the Merrimack river and built a log cabin for shelter during 
the winter, thus becoming the first permanent settlers of 
the Town of Bedford . During the winter they felled the 
trees and in the spring finished clearing the first piece 
of land in town. Robert was a noted hunter while James 
excelled in horsemanship. The story is told that once when 
a fine mare was stolen from James, he pursued the thief by 
a peculiar mark (figure of a pipe) on one of the shoes, 
made purposely by the blacksmith, and overtook him beyond 
Boston where he recovered his mare. 
The following spring the Walker brothers were followed 
by t wo other brothers Matthew and Samuel Patten who lived 
in the same hut with the walkers, until they built one of 
their own. The Fattens never lived in Londonderry, though 
they belonged to the company; they were from Dunstable. 
The second piece of land cleared was on the patt en place, 
the field south of the first ground, where the noted old 
high and flat granite stone now stands. The first grain 
threshed in Bedford was threshed on this stone. Quilts 
were hung up around the stone, to keep the grain from 
scattering. 
3. Slaves 
Some of the earliest settlers in Bedford owned slaves. 
Some say there were nine, some say ten and what proportion 
were held for life and what proportion for a short~r time, 
no one seems to know. A black boy, "Billy Barnes" with 
another was brought from Africa to Boston by a sea capt a in 
who destined them for slaves. This was after slavery was 
prohibited in Massachus etts. The captain was arrest ed and 
his intended slaves forfeited . Honorable Isaac A. Barnes, 
who was United States marshall for Massachusetts , ga ined 
possession of this boy (hence his name, Billy Barnes) and 
placed him in a good home in Bedford • 
.James Walker was a slave owner, for when he died in 
1786, mention is mad e of his black s ervant, Cato. There 
were slaves in the Morse f amily, as witness Titus Mors e 
who was living in Bedford as l ate as 1854 . Colonel Daniel 
Morse had t wo slaves, Peter and Dinah. Pet~r was buried 
in the old cemetery on the River road . 
18 
The slaves were industrious, and after receiving their 
freedom, acquired some property. They were regular attendants 
at church, where they occupied the "slavesr pew", so called . 
This was the back body pew, entered from the north aisle 
of the church. The pew is nmv removed . 
~hen the agitation for nationalroolition was in 
progress, the New Hampshire legislature passed an act 
prohibiting slavery, but it is probable that this was done 
for moral effect upon the cause, r at her than that there 
was need of such legislation in this state. 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
TO BE USED WITH 
CHAPTER III 
1. Visit the Manchester City Library and examine 
the Indian relics that have been found in and around 
Manchester. 
2. Go on a class picnic to the Grain Rock and 
dr amatize the threshing of grain by the first settlers. 
3. On a map, show the places on the banks of the 
:Mer r . i mEck where you would expect good fishing and explain 
your reasons. 
4. Visit the cemetery and find the marker on Peter 
Morse's grave. 
5. List Indian names used in Bedford. Try to find 
their translations. 
6. Dramatize the visit by Wannalancet to the Chelmsford 
minister. 
7. Imagine yourself one of the Walker brothers and 
write a diary of your fir s t few weeks in Bedford . 
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CHAPTER IV 
POINTS OF INTEREST IN BEDFORD CENTER 
1. The Library 
The Bedford Library has the distinction of being the 
first circulating library in the State, and possibly in 
the country, having been formed on :May 28 , 1789. The first 
books were all covered with leather and were kept at the 
home of Deacon John Houston, afterv1ards in Riddle r s store. 
Later, the Presbyterian church vestry was used to keep the 
books , and fin.s.lly, in 1909 the l a.te Frances Woodbury acquired 
the dwelling built by Oliver Kendall in 1846 which was copied 
from an old cottage at York Harbor, Maine. After so:q;te al tera.-
tions were mad e, Mrs. Woodbury gave the use of the building 
to the tovm for a library at its present site. 
Today, this small library has ac quired 9,000 volumes 
with a wide selection of fiction, non-fic tion, biographies, 
travel, history, and current magazines. About 100 new books 
are purchased ea ch year and many books ar e donated by the 
residents ·of the to~m. There ar e also many books i n circula-
tion from the State Library bookmobile which stops once a 
month. 
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One of the most interesting volumes in the library is a 
bound volume containing every copy of the only newspaper 
Bedford ever had. This paper was called The Bedford Messenger 
and it was a four-paged, monthly paper, published in Bedford 
for three years. The first issue was dated January 3l, 1883, 
and the last, December 30, 1885, making thirty-six numbers 
in all. 
The editorial committee consisted of the Reverend 
D. Herbert Colcord, Elder Stephen v. Damon, and Martha R. 
woodbury, for the entire time. Its editorial announcement 
read: "A monthly paper devoted to church and town interests, 
and news in brief from neighboring towns and churches and 
old residents." 
The subscription price was thirty cents a yeax, and 
five hundred copies were pr:Lnted. The volumes contained 
many articles of reminiscences by former residents, sketches 
of dis tinguished sons of the to~m, and extracts from 
Matthew Patten's Diary, as special features. 
2 . The Little Green House 
Mr. Kendall built the small house next to the library 
which he used as a cobbler shop, post-office, and store, 
and l a ter for tenants. It changed hands and was used as a 
private laundry. This building v~ a.s also acquired by the 
late Frances woodbury and later was given to the town for 
use as a corr~unity house. In 1951 the Ladies Social 
Circle ~odernized the building. It has always been painted 
green and for that reason receivea and keeps its name. 
3. The Presbyterian Parish House . 
In 1870 the two branches of the Presbyterian church 
were united and Presbyterians the country-over strove to 
show in some way a thank-offering for this unification. 
In Bedford, the need of a building, smaller than the 
church and especially adapted to the needs of gatherings 
for prayer, Sabbath school, and lectures had long been 
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felt. It was promptly suggest eci. tha.t Bedford's appreciation 
be sho~m by the construction of a vestry to serve this 
purpose. After considering alterations to the basement 
of the church and finding them too expensive , a lot of 
land at the southeast corner of the cemetery was purchased 
for $50.00. The land had to be used for a vestry building 
or otherwise it was understood. that it would revert to the 
former owners. The vestry was built in 1871 and was in use 
until 1952 when the building was moved to its present 
location in back of the church. It was placed. on a ba sement 
foundation to enlarge the s pace for Sunday School and a 
modern kitchen VJ&s aaded . It now serves as a ga thering 
place for many community activities. 
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4. Tovm Hall 
At a meeting held at Matthew Patten's barn in 1750, it 
was voted to build a meeting house. After much debate a 
meeting house was erected on the corner now occupied by the 
toVvn hall. It served as a tovm hall and church until 1832 
when the present church was built. In 1838 the old meeting 
house was remodeled, the lower part ·being used for a tovm 
house and the upper part for a school of higher learning 
called The Academy. 
The old meeting house, or as it was called after the 
building of the Presbyterian Church, the town hous e , con-
tinued in use as· a town meeting-house until 1876 when it 
was razed and another tovm house built. This burned in 
1909 and the present Town Ha.ll was then erected. 
At the time church services were conducted in the old 
meeting house, the communion service was of pewter. This 
service is now on di.splay in the museum of the New Hampshire 
Historical Association Building in Concord. The seats in 
church were loose boar~s which tipped up when the congrega-
tion rose to sing. When they sat do~~ again, the noise of 
the falling seats filled the house. 
Most every family dog came to meeting on Sunday and 
sometimes sat in his pew and sometimes strolled through 
the aisles. Consequently, the Sunday service was occasion-
ally interrupted by a dog fight. Later a man was appointed 
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to keep the dogs out of meeting house. 
5. The Presbyterian Church 
Three locations were selected, for final decision of 
the subscribers, for the location of the church. After the 
vote, the church was erected in 1832 on its present loca tion. 
It was raised without the ·use of intoxicating liquors and 
the whole work was accomplished without a, single accident, 
even .to the bruising of a finger. In 1894, the present 
front porch was built and the organ, after several small 
reed organs had been used , was installed in 1882. The vane 
on the meeting-house represents the sun, moon, and seven 
stars and is hung on Mr. Nathan Kendall's crowbar. 
It· should be noted here that there have been two other 
church groups in Bedford. One was the Universalist Society 
of Bedford which was organized in Bedford, october 15, 1832. 
A brick meeting house was voted to be built. The l and was 
bought from Isaac Riddle and is the lot where the parsonage 
now stands. In 1840 it voted to sell the meeting house and 
this was done in 1846 at public auction. The society ended 
November 26 , 1846. 
The other group was the Baptist Society of Bedford 
which was formed June 1835 and consisted of thirty-two 
members. This group used the Universalist meeting house 
nat the r at e of 3% on one-half the cost". The last pastor 
of the society was the Reverend J. Upton whose services 
ended in 1848. 
6. The Sidewalk 
Before the state road through Bedford Center was 
constructed , the ladies of the church h &Q built the side-
wal k , parts of which can still be seen, running from the 
To~m Hall to the Presbyterian Church. It was done as a 
village improvement project. Road building, however, 
covered part of it and at various times the sidewalk was 
raised and rebuilt in places. Now the roadb~d has been 
raised and sand buries some of the sidewalk and much of 
the remainder is broken and in disrepair. 
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
T 0 BE USED WITH 
CHAPTER IV 
1. Visit the library and ask the librarian to show you 
the old Bedford papers which are kept there. 
2. Ask permission to visit the Presbyterian Church and 
notice especially the pews, weather vane and railing that 
leads to the pulpit. 
3. With your teacher, find the sidewalk. 
4. Combine your impressions of the preceding three 
activities and ~~ite an article for an antiques magazine 
showing why we are so proud of our Bedford background . 
5. If it can be arranged attend with your teacher or 
parents a town or school district meeting. Remember, these 
meetings are the only ones at which a citizen can get up 
and speak his mind . 
6. Imagine yourself a citizen of Bedford in 1846. 
write a letter to a friend telling why you feel the Uni-
versalist and Baptist activities in Bedford terminated. 
Substantiat-e your news with references to town history. 
7. Dramatize the problems encountered by a church-
goer in early Bedford . Remember, dogs were allowed and 
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heating was not what it is todayl 
8. At every opportunity, question older people who 
can r emember nway ba ck whenu and prepare notes or an 
outline that could help you if you were to add .t o this 
history of the t own. 
9. Ask permission to borrow the bound copy of the 
Bedf or d Messenger from the library. Study the volume 
and notice t h e type, paper, manner of writing. Draw a 
pictur e and writ e an advertisement that you think would 
be accepted by the publisher. 
10. With the help of Matthew Patten 's Diary ~Tite t wo 
n ews flashes for the paper. 
11. As a group project mc.ke a list of nbes t sellersn 
for the paper. Let these selections be books that coul d 
have been written about early Bedford . 
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The charm inherent in its simple dignity gives the 
Bedford Presbyterian Church a high place among the many New 
England meeting houses noted for their inspiring religious 
atmosphere. Erected in 1832, on a low hill overlooking the 
Centre of a beautiful New Hampshire town, it strongly in-
fluences a community whose religious traditions descend unin-
terrupted from the year 1749. 
CHAPTER V 
EDUCATION IN BEDFORD 
1. Schools 
The people of our tovm early turned their attention to 
the subject of common-school education. Even before the 
to¥m was incorpor~t ed certain l ands were set apart, the 
income of which was to be devoted to school purposes. 
At first the f amilies w·ere long distances apart, but 
a s neighbors increased we find them uniting their f u nds 
and employing a teacher. 
School wa s kept for eight months of the year in those 
days and it was held in privat·e homes before the buildings 
were constructed . The location changed every t wo months 
so tha t the hardship for t~avel would be divided . It is 
interesting to know where some of our early schools wer e . 
Number one was moved several hundred feet do~m the 
main road and the Gregoire's now live there . Number two 
is now o~med by George Wiggin and his farmer lives in this 
building. Number three is on the Back River Road and is 
used a s -a home by the Howe family. Number four is the red 
brick house near the Country Club owned by Mr. Jones and 
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used as a house for his caretaker. Number five is occupied 
by the Stanley Zarek family and number six, on Donald street, 
is the home of the Costi family. John Barry lives in number 
seven on the Pulpit Road and Elton Tarr occupies number nine, 
on the North P~erst Road with his family. The present 
Stevens-Buswell school was erected on this lot. · we have 
now two other schools, the Donald Street School and the 
Peter P. Woodbury School. 
Bedford like all other towns needs more class room 
space and plans are underway for the construction of still 
another school in the Donald Street area. 
The privilege of boarding the teacher was often struck 
off "by vendue" to the lowest bidder. Mor e or less rivalry 
in the matter often secured a very low price. Often the 
tea cher "boarded aroundn with her pupils, stopping a t each 
home a longer or less time, according to the number of 
pupils. This arrangement was the source of many pleasant 
anQ sometimes strange experiences. 
In reviewing the progress of public school education 
in our town, we see a constant effort made to give greater 
and more equal advantages to each succeeding generation. 
Great i nterest in the cause had always been manifest. The 
School districts were miniature republics; the men only 
holding the reins of government for many years. In 1878, 
however, the women were also given an 9pportunity to vote 
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on school matters by a law of the state. In compliance with 
a state statute permitting the tovms to adopt the tovm 
system, the districts were merged in one (1886), and all 
school matters were placed .in charge of a •Committee of three. 
The l a st effort to give equality of advantages to all came 
in 1890, when the town began furnishing each pupil with 
the needed text-books and supplies, and thus secured 
uniformity. 
If we could imagine ourselves in the first-used school-
rooms, we would find a log schoolho~, with small-paned 
windows; a huge fireplace in which a roaring fire must be 
maintained to keep out the cold winds r eady to enter every 
crack and crevice; heavy plank seats and desks, mad e to be 
substantial, often without regard to comfort; while the 
aisles were at an inclined plane, higher at the ba ck of the 
room, so that the older pupils could readily see and be seen 
over the heads of the younger. occasionally these aisles 
were snowed over by the big boys and used as a sliding 
ground . Sometimes, instead of the inclined plane, steps 
were used to rea ch the back seats. Gr&dually the log house 
gave way to the more comfortable fr amed house; the stone 
hearth fireplaces and big cra cks disappeared , stoves came 
into use; black board s began to adorn the walls, and maps 
and globes appeared. During this transition time, the books 
and supplies were furnished b.r the parents, and were sometimes 
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very noticeable because of their absence. Many a boy and 
girl had to earn their own books, slates, or pencils by 
working har d at some neighbor's home, sawing wood , washing, 
perhaps picking berries or hops, or in whatever way a penny 
could be earned . Those books and slates were appreciated 
by their owners and carefully cared for by them. 
The wood was supplied one foot or more to each pupil, 
d epending upon the number in school. The big boys wer e 
expected to cut and split their share of this wood, and 
t ake turns in building the fire. Meanwhile the older girls 
took turns in sweeping the school room, using a bush broom 
made from slender birch branches firmly f a stened to a 
straight stick, for the purpose. 
Methods of discipline were very severe, and have grad-
ually become milder in form; the rod was in daily use. 
It was the custom for young men to a ttend the 'li Tinter 
schools until nineteen or t wenty years of age. The master 
had to be popular and t actful as a disciplinarian if he 
wanted to retain his position. The steel pen, the fountain 
pen, and now the ball-point pen have supplanted the 
goose quill, which the tea chers were expected to cut and 
carefully prepare for the v~iting lesson, for which also, 
they had v~i tt en the copies. 1"Jhen pupils could attend 
school but eight or ten weeks a yec.cr, we readily see why they 
went so many years, and why but a few studies could be 
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mastered--reading, writing, and arithmetic, vvith spelling, 
being considered the most important. Their grea t aim was to 
be thorough in what they attempted and they succeeded . Now, 
with thirty-six weeks schooling per year, we have time to 
stuay more subjects and gain a broader outlook upon the 
world 's knowledge. 
2. Ann orrts Desk 
Ann orr started her tea ching career when she was nine-
teen years old in 1801. She t aught for forty-five consecutive 
years and each of the three remaining years of her life she 
taught either a private or a family school. 
When she became a teacher of note in her o~m town, she 
was called to a neighboring to~m to teach. One evening 
she was with some ladies who had enjoyed the advantages 
afforded by .distinguished lao.ies' seminaries. Aft er talking 
of their different alma maters, one said : "Miss orr, where 
di d you obta in your education?" Her answer, terse and true 
was "in the chimney corner, by the light of a pine knot.'' 
She di d not, however, undervalue their advantages. 
She took a just measure of herself, not only of what she 
was, but of what she failed to be, and never assumed to 
be what she was not. 
Mrs. Gord on Woodbury has in her pos s ession Ann Orrts 
d esk. It is a small pine trunk about t \Jenty-four inches 
long, ten inches high, and ten inches ueep with some inlay 
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work around the edges. This desk, Ann Orr carried with 
her from one teaching position to another. Only the 
wealthy landed gentlemen or "squires" had any kind of 
education in those days and it is remarkable that Ann Orr 
wa s able to avail herself of such advantages of school 
instruction as the tovvn offered . 
In the desk are medical recipes. The traveling 
teacher, you see, had to act as a nurse on occasion, too. 
There are many letters in the desk. There were no envelopes, 
so the letters ar e folded in a way so as to make it difficult 
to unfold , and many of these folded letters show evid ence of 
having been stamped closed with sealing wax. The letters 
were delivered by courier or st2.ge coach or left a t the 
general store or ministerts house until claimed . Most of 
the letters and other writings ar e on white paper but there 
are some blue papers as well and all are ~~itten in a beau-
tiful flowing script similar to Old English. There ar e 
many copy books in the desk--both the ones made qy the pupils 
an~ the sample papers from which the pupils copied . There 
are several hand-mad e needle ca ses and .Ann Orr's own 
s pectacles with ad justable ear pieces. These are papers 
showing wha.t catechism verses the scholars had learned and 
there were many Rewar d Merits. These are sma.ll slips of 
paper on vrhich the teacher ·wrote in a sentence or t wo, how 
well the pupil we.s doing in school. These mus t be the first 
report car dsJ , One blue piece of paper has the following 
on it: 
Ann Orr for tea ching 
3 weel{S 
5 " 
4 " 
$; • 57 
.95 
.76 
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Doesn't it make you wonGer a little bit about the way those . 
people lived and managed? J.mother paper shows the number 
of houses in which she stayed during h~r school year and 
gives the number of days taught. 
Among some of the other old papers in Mrs. Foodburyts 
possession, is a flyer advertising an Institute. This 
ins titute was supported , in conjunction, by severo.l tovms 
and was held for a. few days. It was for the purpose of 
ntea ching teachers to teach." Just like the Rewar d Merits 
being the ancestors of report cards , the early institute 
is the forerunner of present day workshops, institutes , 
and conventions. 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
T 0 BE USED 111JITH 
CHAPTER V 
1. Plan a class trip that will allow you to see most 
of the remaining old school buildings. Then consider the 
location of the present buildings . Prepare a debate in 
which you argue the a vantages and disadva.ntages of loca -
tion. 
2. Prepare a short drcS.matization of a recitation period , 
in a school of early days. 
3. Arrang e with your teHcher to prepare a 1·esson with 
slate and chalk. 
4. Visit the Currier Mus eum in Manchester and look 
es peci ally at t he old desks on display there . 
5. write a short true story and make Ann orr its 
heroine. 
6. Ask your teacher to combine this period with English 
and r ead The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. 
a . Show the ways in which t he tea ching car eer of 
Ichabod Cr&.ne compared with that of early Bedford 
tea.chers. 
b. Discus s how Ichabod Crane's classroom 
compar es with one of our early schools. 
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CHAPTER VI 
THE APPENDIX AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY 
1. The Appendix 
In the library, in the drawer of the desk used in 
the adult reading r oom, are some papers that are of 
interest. 
1. A lettersent by the selectmen to Matthew Patten, 
dated March 20, 1765. 
2. Bill for work done on meeting house, dated 1758. 
3. A t ax bill to J1'Ir . Leman C. French, II. 
Taxes, ToVI.rn of Bedford , 1839 
St ate • . . • $1.25 
. 48 County •• • • 
Town ••• . . 5.70 
School •• . . 1.86 
$9.29 
It is signed by Isaac Atwood, Collector. 
2 . The Bibliography 
1. Alsogi, Roy H., The Town Proprietors of the New 
England Colonies. University of Pennsylvania 
Press, Philadelphia, 1 924 . 
2 . Annual Reports, Town of Bedford. These ar e bound 
copies in the loca.l librc;_.ry dating from 1848-1951. 
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3. Batcheller, Albert Stillman (Editor and compiler), 
St &t e Papers. Published by the state. John B. 
Clarke Company, Manchester, New Hampshire, 1894. 
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4. Bedford Messenger. A bound copy of all editions 
published from J anuary 31, 1883 to December 30, 1 885. 
Published by the church. 
5. Bowles, Ella Shannon, Let Me Show You New Hamushire. 
Alfred A. _Knopp , New York and London, 1946. 
6. Brown, William Howard , Colonel John Goffe. Lew A. 
Cummings Company, Manchester, N. H., 1~50. 
7. Cannon, Le Grand , Jr., Look to the Mountain. Henry 
Holt and Company, New York, 1942. 
8. Caverly, Colonel R• - B., Indi an Wars of New England. 
James H. Carle-, Boston, 1882. 
9. Detroit Post and Tribune, Life of Zachariah Chandler . 
Post and Tribune Company, Detroit, 1880. 
10 . Johnson, Frances Ann; Introduction to New Hampshire. 
Sugar Ball Press, Concord, New Ha.mpshire, 1951. 
11. Manchest er Historic Association, Early Records of 
Londonderry, New Ha~pshir e , 171~-1762, Published 
with appropriation made by Londonderry, Derry, and 
Windham. Manchester, N. H~, 1908. 
12 . Meader, J. w., The Merrimacls: River. B. B. Rus s el, 
Boston, 1871. 
13. Morgan, Reverend Walter Amos, Memory and Faith. 
(A pageant of twelve episodes.) Published by 
the church, 1949. 
1 4 . Nev1i- Hampshi r e Historical Records Survey, Inventory 
of the Tovm Archives of New Hampshire--ToV'm of 
Bedford . Sponsored b,y the University of New 
Hampshire, Manchester, N. H., 1942. 
15. Patten, Mc:.tthew, The Di ary of Matthew Patten. 
PUblished by the tmvn. Rumford Printing Company, 
Concord , N. H., 1903 . 
16. Potter, c. E., History of Manchester. c. E. Pott er, 
publisher, Manches ter, N. H., 1856. 
17. Riddle, John A., and others, History of Bedford , 
New Hampshire. Published by the town. Printed 
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by Rumford Printing Company, Concord , N. H., 1903. 
18. Tyson, Reverena Ira c., Historical Discourse of the 
Presbyterian Church, Bedford , . New Hampshire. John B. 
Clark's Steam Book and Job Press, Manchester, 1876. 
19. Wo odbur-y, George, John Goffets Mill. w. w. Norton 
and Company, Inc. New York, 1948. 
20. Woodbury, Peter P., Thoma s Savage, William Patten , 
History of Bedford, New Hampshire. PublisheC:t by 
the town. Printed by Alfred Muci..ge, Boston, 1851. 
21. Workers of the Federal Writerrs Project of the works 
Progress A<lmin~stration, New Hampshire, A Guide to 
the Granite State. Houghton Mifflin Company, 
Boston, 1938. 
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